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Cross. And though Constantine seems, during the
years 326, 327, to have remained in the parts of his
Empire between Thessalonica, Sirmium, and Rome,
yet under his direction or authority Helena doubtless
acted. Eusebius attests the intention of Constantine
to build a church over the Holy Sepulchre ; its dese-
crated state; the huge mound and stone-work which
covered it; the shrine of Venus which had been
raised at the top; and then the demolition of the
whole mass of heathenism at the Emperor's com-
mand, statues, altars, buildings, mound, and the earth
which lay under it. He then continues thus: "And
when another level appeared instead of the former,
viz., the ground which lay below, then at length the
solemn and all-holy memorial of the Saviour's Resur-
rection appeared beyond all hope; and thus the cave,
a holy of holies, imaged the Saviour's revival, and,
after being sunk in darkness, came to light again, and
to those who came to the sight presented a manifest
history of the wonders which had there been done,
witnessing by facts more eloquently than by any
voice the Resurrection of the Saviour."3* Here
Eusebius ends his narrative; he proceeds, indeed, to
speak of the church which Constantine built upon the
spot, but he says nothing of any discovery besides that
of the Sepulchre itself. As to the Cross on which our
Lord suffered, judging from the course of his narra-
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